
How to Contact Us 

Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish Church 

12365 Sturgis Road, Piedmont, SD 57769 

Telephone: (605) 787-5168 

Fax: (605) 787-4106 

Website: www.olbh.org 

Email: olbh@olbh.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 


December XZ & X3, ZOOQj Third Sunday of Advent 

The Families That Adore Together 

Pro-Family Profile - BY EDDIE O’NEILLj October ZS-3Xj ZOOI issue 

The late Father Patrick Peyton, founder of the Family Rosary Crusade, 
coined a phrase that has since become ubiquitous: “The family that prays 
together stays together.” 


Our Staff 

Pastor: Fr. Mark McCormick 
(mark.mccormick@olbh.org) 

Deacons: Walt Wilson and John Osnes 

Coordinator of Gatherings of Grace: 

Teresa Thompson 
(teresa.thompson@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry: Teresa Thompson 
(teresa.thompson@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Liturgy: Lorraine 
Rieth-Ptacek (lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org) 
Office Manager: Betsy Van Asma 
(betsy.vanasma@olbh.org) 

Bookkeeper: Lorinda Collings 
(lorinda.collings@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Maintenance: 

Jim Wranek (jim.wranek@olbh.org) 

Liturgy and Prayer 

Sunday Liturgy: Saturday, 5:00 pm; 
Sunday, 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
Daily Liturgy: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 8:00 am 
Morning Prayer: Following Daily Liturgy 
Eucharistic Adoration 
and Reconciliation: 

Wednesday, 6:00 to 7:00 pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturday, 3:30 to 4:30 pm 

Taize Prayer: First Sunday, 7:30 pm 

Gatherings of Grace 

Our parish has an intergenerational model 
of faith formation called Gatherings of 
Grace. All generations meet together the 
second Wednesday of each month, 
September through May. 

Bulletin Announcements 

Please email to bulletin@olbh.org by 
Tuesday noon for the following Sunday 
bulletin. 


Those words, first spoken in the 1940s, are coming alive in a new way in the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. That’s thanks to Families in His Presence, an 
apostolate dedicated to fostering greater devotion to, and love of, Jesus in 
Eucharistic adoration for families. 

According to Laura Smrecek, one of the group’s founders, the inspiration for 
the family Holy Hours came to several moms who regularly prayed the 
Rosary together. “We thought it would be really nice to have Eucharistic 
adoration together,” says Smrecek, a mother of four young children. 

The moms contacted Dick Boldin, leader of the Rosary Evangelization 
Apostolate in Milwaukee (online at RosaryEA.org). They worked with Boldin 
to create a new group within the Rosary apostolate that would promote 
Eucharistic adoration for whole families. 

Smrecek says their apostolate had no problem getting the approval of 
Archbishop Timothy Dolan, who was then archbishop of Milwaukee. In his 
letter of endorsement, the archbishop, who now leads the Archdiocese of 
New York, wrote: “What could be more appropriate than families gathering 
and visiting with Jesus? Truly, the family needs to allow Jesus to take root 
and permeate our daily lives.” 

Families in His Presence held its inaugural event on the feast of Corpus 
Christi in May 2008. Father Antoine Thomas, a member of the Congregation 
of St. John in the Peoria, Ill., area, led the Holy Hour. Father Thomas is 
known around the world for his Eucharistic adoration program for kids 
called Children of Hope (ChildrenofHope.org). 

Smrecek says she was “very pleased” when more than 200 people turned out 
for the kickoff family Holy Hour. 

All Ages 

Since the first Holy Hour, Families in His Presence has hosted five more in 
the Milwaukee Archdiocese. Each has been well attended, notes Smrecek. 
Hoping to make adoration more widely known, the group is looking to 
present these events in parishes throughout the archdiocese. 

(Continued on insert inside) 


Growing and Celebrating through, the Teachings of Jesus Christ 




The Families That Adore Together continued... 

Families in His Presence first approaches a potential parish to host one of its Holy Hours by sending out an 
information packet. The folder includes a letter of introduction for the parish priest, a DVD and an outline of a sample 
Holy Hour. The group does all the work of organizing the hour of prayer — from finding a presiding priest to 
coordinating the reception afterwards. 

All the hosting parish has to do is say Yes and open its doors. 

According to the group’s materials, the actual Holy Hour could include the singing of traditional Eucharistic hymns, 
meditations and prayers, a decade of the Rosary and even a Eucharistic procession, all led by the priest. Younger 
children sit on carpet squares in the front of the church while the parents populate the pews. 

Father James Kubicki, a Jesuit priest and head of the Apostleship of Prayer in Milwaukee, presided over Families in 
His Presence’s Holy Hour last November at St. Anthony’s Church. He says he found in the Holy Hour a source of great 
personal consolation. 

“Not only were the kids very attentive and reverent, but their parents and others who remained in the pews were also 
very attentive, eager to hear what I was saying to their children,” Father Kubicki recalls. “I think this is one of the 
beautiful dynamics of the Holy Hour. It’s almost as if in talking to the children you have the parents’ undivided 
attention, as well.” 

Smrecek says the children witness the power of the Eucharist to the grown-ups. “It’s amazing,” she says. “You picture 
these little ones wriggling the whole time, but it’s incredible how much they pay attention. We are teaching our 
children how to pray in the true presence of the Lord, and we are teaching the adults to become like children.” 

Real Revival 

With eight kids ranging in age from toddler to teenager, Chuck Wichgers, a member of St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church in Greenfield, Wis., is always on the lookout for prayerful events that will inspire his children to stay 
on the path of holiness. He knows that is not easy these days, given the state of the culture at large. 

When he first found out about Families in His Presence last year, he was certain he was getting an answer to prayer. 
He and his family have attended several of these Holy Hours. 

“What impressed me most with these Holy Hours is the atmosphere,” Wichgers told the Register. “To have a Holy Hour 
where our kids are learning the Rosary in front of the Blessed Sacrament as well as hearing about the lives of the 
saints is a welcomed event.” 

Wichgers says that to have Holy Hours where families are gathered around the Real Presence is especially important 
in a time when so many Catholics either don’t know about, or don’t believe in, the real presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. 

Father Kubicki couldn’t agree more. “One of the best ways to teach about the Eucharistic presence of Jesus and to 
renew Catholics’ faith in that presence is to provide opportunities for adoration,” says the priest. “When we adore Our 
Lord present as the Church teaches — body and blood, soul and divinity — we put our faith into action.” 

Smrecek says she has had nothing but positive feedback on the Holy Hours. She is especially touched by those for 
whom Families in His Presence provided their very first experience of a Holy Hour. “It’s exciting to know that this is 
their first one,” she says, “or their first as a family.” 

Looking ahead, Smrecek says Families in His Presence is open to expanding its ministry beyond the boundaries of 
Milwaukee if that is God’s will. In the meantime, they are excited about spreading Eucharistic devotion one Holy Hour 
at a time. 

“If seeds from Families in His Presence Holy Hours take root leading to the start of increased Eucharistic adoration at 
a specific parish,” says Smrecek, “we would be overjoyed to see Our Lord exalted as he deserves.” 


Eddie O’Neill writes from Green Bay, Wisconsin. 



This Week at Our Lady of the Black Hills 


Monday, December 14 

Memorial of St John of the Cross, priest & doctor 
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17 Psalms 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
Matthew 21:23-27 (white) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: For a 
contemplative way of living) 

4:30 pm: Lumko Group 
7:00 pm: Advent Communal Penance 
Service at Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesday, December 15 

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9- 13Psalms 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 
19, 23 Matthew 21:28-32 (violet) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: For 
the Repose of Fr. Jack Birdsall) 

10:00 am: Staff Holy Hour 
7:00 pm Advent Communal Penance 
Service at St. Therese 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 


Reflection Questions for Next Sunday 

Jesus is identified as Lord before he is born. 

Children: How does the Blessed Virgin Mary help you to follow 
Jesus? 

Youth: When have you experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit? 

Adults: What role does Mary play in your own spirituality? If you 
were Elizabeth, how would you greet her at your doorway, if 
she were to arrive there? 


Saturday Evening, December 19 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:1-4: Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45 (violet) 
5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For pastoral Council of OLBH) 

OLBH Bake Sale 


Wednesday, December 16 

Isaiah 45:6-8, 18, 21-25 Psalms 85:9-10, 11-12, 
13-14 Luke 7:18-23 (violet) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: 

Healing for those who have been affected 
by sexual abuse. 

8:30 am - 6:30 pm Adoration 
9:00 am - Noon: Food Pantry 
7:00 pm Advent Communal Penance 
Service at St. Isaac Jogues 


Sunday, December 20 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:1-4: Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45 (violet) 
9:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For OLBH Community) 

OLBH Bake Sale 

10:00 am: Coffee Hour - Hosted by the Linde Family 
NO Edge & Life Teen tonight 

6:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For Married Couples) 

OLBH Bake Sale 

7:00 pm: Advent Communal Penance Service at St. Francis of Assisi 


Thursday, December 17 

Genesis 49:2, 8-10 Psalms 72:3-4, 7-8, 17 
Matthew 1:1-17 (violet) 

8:00 am Daily Liturgy - (Intention: For 
the Repose of Fr. David Orians) 

10:00 am: Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm: Cub Scout Pack Meeting 

7:00 pm: Advent Communal Penance 
Service at St. Joseph’s 

Friday, December 18 

Jeremiah 23:5-8 Psalms 72:1, 12-13, 18-19 
Matthew 1:18-24 (violet) 

No Daily Liturgy 

Saturday Morning, December 19 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25 Psalms 71:3-4, 5-6, 16-17 
Luke 1:5-25 (violet) 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 


JTiere is a difference between 
the waiting of tbe prophet and 
the standi ng still of tbe fool 

~ j^aiph \/\/a\Ao El merson 


Intercessory Prayers 

Life and Health Concerns: 

Pat Geary, Loretta Grassel, Don 
Jensen, Sharon Long, George Senn, 
& Logan Vice 

Repose: 

Glenn Ferley, Don Hickerson, Maria 
Sepulveda & Enola Sorlie 


Collection Report 

December 5 th & 6 th 


Loose.$ 2061.00 

Envelopes. 1792.00 

Votive.5.75 

Student.151.05 

Adopt a Seminarian.250.00 

Book Orders.40.95 

Book Sale.99.00 

Christmas.135.00 


Immaculate Conception.85.00 

Total.$ 4619.75 


Mass Ministry Schedule 


Dec. 19 & 20 

j 5:00 pm j 

[ 9:00 am j 

| 6:00 pm 

Bread Baker 

Lori Ehresmann 

Altar Servers 

David Strand* 
Dawson Rhodes 
Jessie Gray 

Christian Weaver* 
Rachel Varilek 
Savannah Inman 

Austin Evans* 

Kale ah Evans 

Rachel McCormick 

Precious Body - 

Precious Blood 

Walt Wilson 

Barb Scherr 

Beth Anne Ferley 
Judy Wilson 
Stephanie Strand 

Walt Wilson 

Michelle Bucholz 
Caitlin Wilson 

Jim Hoag 

Donna Boner 

Walt Wilson 

Jim McCormick 
Denise McCormick 
Curt Lauinger 

Joni Osnes 

Lectors 

Cathy Sass 

Jim Scherr 

Pamela Weaver 

Bob Weaver 

Diane Clarke 

Tom Collings 

Sacristans 

Estela Haakedahl 
Erik Haakedahl 

Kathy Van Asma 

Ken Van Asma 

Tanya McCaskell 

Brad McCaskell 

Ushers 

Pat Clark 

Joyce Clark 

Billie Inman 

Paul Inman 

Tom Van Asma 

Betsy Van Asma 

Choir 

OLBH Choir 

Regina’s Minstrels 

The Covenant Band 













OLBH Parish News 

Christmas Cookie / Baked Goods Sale 

Have you forgotten, or just not had time to get your Christmas 
baking done? If that is the case, or you would like to have more 
goodies to have on hand for people who stop in during the 
Holidays; OLBH will be holding a bake sale, December 19 th & 
20 th after all Masses. There will be Christmas Cookies and 
various baked goods. So, don’t fret or be a slave to the stove, 
come to OLBH this weekend and buy all the goodies you need to 
get you through the Holidays. The proceeds from the bake sale 
will go toward training for Gatherings of Grace. 

Help Decorate for Christmas 

Volunteers/Helpers needed for decorating the Church for 
Christmas. We will be setting up trees, the nativity, and 
bringing in flowers for Christmas after the 6:00 pm Mass on 
Sunday, December 20, any help is greatly appreciated. Please 
stay after Mass to help put up trees and string some lights. After 
decorating, join us for coffee, hot chocolate and cookies. Thank 
you all. 

Corner Stone Rescue Mission 

15 youth and 5 adults from the Life Teen & Edge program will be 
going to Corner Stone Rescue Mission on Tuesday, December 
29 th to serve a meal. WE NEED YOUR HELP. Even though only 
20 people will be able to attend, there are still ways the parish 
can help on this mission. 

• Pray for the success of the mission 

• Make a fleece blanket. (Instructions are in the Gathering area 

on the counter.) Hancock Fabrics in Rapid City has been 
generous to us in our mission and will give anyone who 
brings in their OLBH church bulletin a discount , until 
December 29 th . $3.99 for solids and 50% for prints. 

Please see the managers , Peggy , Lee Ann or Cathy. 

• Donate new socks for men and/or gently used winter coats, 
hats and mittens. 

December 27 th the parish will be showing a movie on Blessed 
Mother Teresa starting at 3:00 pm and we invite everyone to 
attend and you could even bring some fleece and make a blanket 
during the movie. Brink a movie snack to share! 

Thanks a Million.... 

OLBH has much to be thankful for! Recently at the Fall Festival 
several families got together to share in good times! We were 
blessed with a bountiful meal, companionship from our parish 
family, and funds to attend to the needs of the parish for the 
coming year! The Fall Festival was a huge success thanks to all 
of the willing individuals who shared their time and talents! It 
could not happen without each of you! This year we estimated 
that we fed about 250 people (up 20 from last year) and we 
collected a total of $3,340.00. 

National Religious Retirement Fund 

Religious face rising costs. Data submitted to the National 
Religious Retirement Office reveals that the average annual cost 
of care for women and men religious age 70 and over has more 
than doubled since 1989. Current statistics put this figure at 
$35,077 per person annually, with skilled care reaching nearly 
$55,000. Your donation to the Retirement Fund for the Religious 
provides critical support to religious institutes in meeting the 
escalating costs of elder care. Please pray for all religious and 
give generously to today’s second collection, 
www. retiredreligious. org. 


Weather Band Radio for Emergencies 

OLBH is looking for a weather band radio or a 
radio that will run off of batteries to use only in 
emergencies. If you have one you would like to 
donate, please contact the parish office. 

Caroling at the Jail 

Hope for New Life Jail Ministry would like to invite 
anyone who likes to sing Christmas Carols or 
plays the guitar, to join us on Dec. 20 at 3:00 pm 
at Pennington County Jail. We will go into the 
jail, sing Christmas Carols and hand out 
cookie/candy bags to all the inmates. Please 
prayerfully consider sharing some Christmas joy 
and hope with our brothers and sisters in Christ 
that will be incarcerated for the holidays. Must be 
18 to attend and fill out a short background 
check. For more information and /or to receive 
the background sheet please contact Cathie 
Harris at 431-8370 by Dec. 11th 

Praying Advent This Year - Online Ministry 

Praying Advent This Year prepares Catholics for 
the celebration of the full meaning of Christmas. A 
ministry of the Collaborative Ministry Office at 
Creighton University, Praying Advent This Year 
can be found on the home page of the diocesan 
Web site at www.rapidcitydiocese.org. Resources 
include preparing for Advent, daily prayers and 
reflections, readings, and celebrating Christmas. 


For the Ride Home 

By Ted BeryW 

Scripture 

❖ The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a 
mighty savior; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, and renew you in his love, he will 
sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at 
festivals. (Zephaniah 3:17) 

❖ My strength and my courage is the LORD, and 
he has been my savior. (Psalm 12:2b) 

❖ Then the peace of God that surpasses all 
understanding will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

❖ He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. (Luke 3:16b) 

Reflection 

❖ Do you recognize the Lord Jesus in your life? 

❖ How is Jesus’joy apparent in you and those 
around you? 

❖ How do you respond to Jesus call to be holy 
and to be fire? 

And I have often said that there is a power in the 
soul that touches neither time nor flesh. It flows 
from the spirit and remains in the spirit and is 
wholly spiritual. In this power God is always 
verdant and blossoming in all the joy and honor 
that he is in himself. That is a joy so heartfelt, a 
joy so incomprehensible and great that no one can 
tell it all. For it is in this power that the eternal 
Father ceaselessly brings his eternal Son to birth. 
(Meister Eckhart) 




Diocesan News 

Christian Family Planning Seminar 

CFP will be offered by the Natural Family Planning Ministry on 

Saturday, January 9, 2010, 9:00 am - Noon at St. Joseph’s in 
Spearfish. This seminar is a requirement for engaged couples 
getting married in the Diocese of Rapid City. Married couples, 
or anyone who wants to learn more about Natural Family 
Planning, are encouraged to attend. To register for the seminar or 
for more information, call Jill or Kathy at Family Life Ministries at 
605-343-3541. 

Marriage Matters 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help will hold a one day 
workshop on developing communication skills for a strong and 
loving Christian marriage presented by Catholic Social Services, on 
Wednesday, January 9, 2010, 9:00 - 4:00. Whether you’re 
newlywed or long-married, the workshop will focus on developing 
communication and conflict resolution skills that can make all the 
difference between a difficult marriage and a loving partnership. 
Lunch provided. $50.00 per couple Non-denominational. 
Preregistration required by December 31. Call 605-348-6086, 800- 
727-2401 or css@rapidnet.com 

Hills Area Teens Encounter Christ Retreat 

January 16-18, 2010, Terra Sancta (aka St. Martins Monastery), 
Rapid City. Experience the Catholic faith through a fun, 
intergenerational retreat experience based on the Paschal Mystery. 
For ages 17-22. Space is limited. Cost: $50. Scholarships 
available. Retreat begins at 10am on Saturday and ends at 5pm on 
Monday. Applications for candidates and team are at: 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org in the youth section. Space is limited, 
apply early. Contact: Alan Adel 343-1439. 

Encountering Life Alone 

Beginning Experience® Separated & Divorced Support Group. 

Are you recently separated or divorced? Are you struggling with 
the pain and loneliness? Healing can begin with the next the nine- 
week session of the separated and divorced support group. The 
next session starts at 7:00 pm on Thursday, January 21, 2010 
at St. Therese the Little Flower Church in Rapid City. The support 
group is non-denominational and open to all Christian men and 
women who are hurting due to separation or divorce. Pre- 
registration is requested! Registration fee is $25.00. Need-based 
scholarships are available. To pre-register or for more information, 
call Jill at Family Life Ministries, 605-343-3541. 


Married Sweethearts 

Join us on Saturday, February 6, 2010, for this 
year’s Mass & Dinner-Dance, “Candle light, 
moon light, star light, the brightest glow is from 
love light”. Mass will be held at 5:30 pm, at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd, 
Rapid City. The Italian themed dinner and 
dance will follow at Stagestop Receptions, in 
Piedmont. Registration fee: $55 per couple. 
Registration is required! Registration 

deadline: Friday, January 29, 2010! NO late 
registrations will be accepted after the 

deadline! For more information, contact Kathy 
at Family Life Ministries, 605-343-3541 or 
kcordes@diorc.org. 


From the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission 

“Dear friends, do not be discouraged! Providence 
always helps those who do good and dedicate 
themselves to justice; it helps those who do not 
think only of themselves but of those who are 
worse off.... The fundamental values of the 
family and respect for human life, sensibility for 
social justice, the capacity to endure toil and 
sacrifice, the strong link to Christian faith 
through parish life and especially through 
participation at Holy Mass, have been your 
strength over the centuries. These same values 
will permit today's generations to build their 
future with hope, giving life to a true solidarity 
and a fraternal society, in which all the various 
spheres, institutions and economy are 
permeated by an evangelical spirit.” 

Pope Benedict XVI, July 19, 2009 public 
address before praying the midday Angelus in 
Romano Canavese. 



Rochets Corner 


“Listen and let it penetrate your heart... do not 
be troubled or weighed down with grief. Am I not 
here who am your mother? Are you not in the 
folds of my mantle?” - Our Lady of Guadalupe; 
Feast: December 12 


Heal Your Grief 

Bereavement Support Group is an eight-week non- 
denominational group open to all Christian adults who are grieving 
the loss of a loved one. The support group begins at 7:00 pm, 
Monday, January 25, 2010, at Blessed Sacrament Church, 4500 
Jackson Blvd., Rapid City. Please come early to register! For 
information or to pre-register, call Janece Rieman, 605-343-5547 
or Jill at Family Life Ministries, 605-343-3541. 


Pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe, “Mystical Rose”, 
and let her words of mercy and peace penetrate 
your heart with hope. If you are struggling with 
the pain of a past abortion, there is help and 
understanding at a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™. 
Upcoming RacheVs Vineyard Retreats: April 
23-25, 2010 in Bismarck, ND and May 21- 
23, 2010 in Rapid City, SD. 


Traveling Retreat Team Available for All Parish Youth 

The REACH Team, a group of vibrant, faith-filled Catholic young 
adults will be visiting the diocese 

Jan. 27th- Feb. 7 th , 2010. Book this team to present and teach 
your CCD classes, speak at Generations of Faith events, Youth 
Groups, Life Nights/Edge Nights, lead Confirmation Retreats, 
retreats for elementary students, middle school, high school, 
young adults, etc. Call Provatia Potvin 343-3541 for cost and 
booking information or go to: www.reachym.org. 


Contact Carol Kling for information about area 
retreats at 605-374-5639 or 
ckling@sdplains.com or go to the diocesan 
website: 

www. rapidcitydiocese. org / Ministries / F amilyLife. 
htm. For more information, contact the national 
office at 877-467-3463 or 
www. rachels vineyard. org. 










